
Women’s Open fours all go — with some changes 
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Despite the Covid-19 traffic light system 

turning red at midnight on Sunday, no real 
consideration was giving to abandoning the 

70th edition of the Taranaki women’s Open 

fours. 

That’s the official word from Bowls Taranaki 
President and Chairman of the tournament 

committee for the women’s Open fours, Ian 

Andrews. 

“While the Government had made some 

noises about the speed with which we may 
move to red, it still came as a bit of a sur-

prise,” Andrews said. 

“However, we never considered pulling the 

pin. Our focus was always on finding a solu-

tion, and, with the co-operation of our clubs, 
it didn’t take too long to get everything sort-

ed.” To ensure that only one section will be 

at a club on every day, there has been a 

change in locations for one group each day. 

Section D is affected twice. On Tuesday, in-
stead of playing at Paritutu, it will play at Vo-

geltown. And on Thursday, instead of play-

ing at West End, it will play at Paritutu. On 

Wednesday, section C will be at Vogeltown, 
not West End. 

Unfortunately, Paritutu’s social function on 

Wednesday evening has been cancelled. 

“While it is disappointing that players there-

fore will not interact to the same extent with 
players from others sections, it is certainly 

the lesser of two evils.” 

“We knew that the players had already or-

ganised leave and made travel and accom-

modation arrangements. The change in lo-

cations is minor in the overall scheme of 

things.” 
A decision on how spectators may be able to 

watch the post section rounds, and indeed, the 

finals is still being worked through. The final, 

scheduled for Sunday morning, will be 
livestreamed by the Bowls New Zealand team. 

This year’s field of 56 teams is identical to the 

number that contested the Open in 2021. 

The format remains the same with six section 

play matches, which will conclude on Thurs-
day evening. Teams are required to win four 

games to qualify for Friday’s post section 

play. That, of course, assumes that the weath-

er plays its part — with periods of rain fore-

cast for both today and tomorrow. 
In a change this year, there is an intention to 

run a pairs tournament, starting from Friday. 

This will occur along the same lines as the 

pairs event associated with the men’s fours. “It 

has proved very successful over the years for 
the men and so we thought that the timing is 

right to see how strong the appetite is among 

the women.” 

The event is being sponsored by Auto City 
and will proceed if 24 entries are received. 

The indicative response from teams upon en-

tering the fours was positive that this number 

would be achieved. It is open to both non-

qualifiers and non-participants in the fours. 
Friday will see four rounds of 18 ends, with a 

one hour, 40 minutes time limit. Pairs winning 

three or more games will advance to post sec-

tion, which will be 21 ends without a time lim-

it. The final will be on Sunday morning. 
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As has been the case for a number of seasons, 

the Taranaki women’s Open fours always at-

tracts a number of talented sides. 2022 is no 

different. 
Section A, playing at Paritutu, Inglewood and 

West End, provides the feature game on day 

one, with Natarsha Grimshaw (Kia Toa) meet-

ing Heather Johns (Paritutu). 

Grimshaw combines with Sara Weeks, Sue 
Rogers and Hanna Rio da Silva. Grimshaw has 

had multiple successes, including a victory in 

the 2017 Open. Her and Rio da Silva were 

placed equal third in the Dominion pairs earli-

er in the month. 
Johns has the same team 

that won the 2012 Open 

and the 2013 Dominion – 

Carolyn Harris, Debbie 

Smith and Val Keightley. 
Included in the section is 

a Renwick (Blenheim) 

team skipped by Jane 

McIntyre, with Marlbor-
ough gold star holder Dot 

Arnesen at No 3. Irene 

Poletti, who has titles in 

Taranaki and Kapiti, re-

turns for the week with a 
Levin side. 

Section B, playing at New Plymouth, West End 

and Fitzroy, is a very strong group. Wendy 

Green (Ngongotaha) has had a decorated ca-

reer in Bay of Plenty without ever really firing 
in her native province. This could be her 

team’s year. But the same could also apply to 

2012 Dominion fours winner, Gayle Melrose 

(Papakura), Pam Mulford (Plimmerton) and 

Debbie Wildermoth (Wanganui East), who 
was third-equal 12 months ago. 

All of the local teams have a useful look to 

them, with Trish Howard (West End) a quar-

terfinalist in 2021, while Rhonda Adams 

(Fitzroy) can never be discounted. 
Section C, playing at Inglewood, Vogeltown 

and New Plymouth, is spearheaded by de-

fending champion, Alison Rennie (Carlton 

Cornwall), pictured. Rennie won last year’s 

final with her last bowl. She returns with Loui-
se Fitness and Lillian Tukiri, and a new face, 

Clara Bowman, an Auckland gold star holder. 

Interest will also focus on Anne Lomas, who 

plays No 3 in Nancy Wilson’s Manurewa team. 

While Lomas has been 
out of top-level bowls for 

some time, she had the 

distinction of skipping 

the winning triples and 

fours sides at the 2000 
World Bowls. 

Other teams to keep an 

eye on include Liffy Law 

(Havelock North) and 
C i n d y  N i c o l l 

(Inglewood). 

Section D plays its quali-

fying matches at Vogel-

town, Fitzroy and Paritu-
tu. 

Mina Paul skips a strong Tauranga team which 

will be hoping to improve on its performance 

in 2021. It exited in the opening round of post 

section to the eventual runner-up Mere Fryer 
(Palmerston North), who has not returned this 

year. 

Kristin Stampa (Hawera Park) and Cathy An-

drews (Paritutu), are both past winners, while 

Karen Forest (Manurewa) has a balanced 
looking team. 

Defending champion Rennie returns 


