
Bowls Taranaki (Inc.) 

Summary and key points from the Club/Delegates Meeting 

Held at the Opunake Bowling Club on 30 November 2021 at 6.30pm 

 

Welcome: The Board Chairman welcomed the Board and Club Delegates 

Board Present: G. Hassall (Chairperson), I. Andrews, C. Commane, K. Gray and R. Wolfe and T. 
Atkinson-Watt (Executive Officer). 

Apologies: Bill Foley, Val Coombe, Rahotu Bowling club and Ross Clark. Moved Robert Wolfe/Wayne 
Manning. CARRIED. 

Clubs not represented: Awakino, Patea, Rahotu. 

Membership spreadsheet/statistics: The EO gave an overview of the new spreadsheet for collecting 
membership details. The declaration of membership must be signed by the President and Secretary. 
The additional information as to gains or losses of members, and reasons, will be useful to both the 
club and the Centre. The return is for membership to 31 December 2021. It is due on 31 January 
2022. 

The EO handed out copies of the spreadsheet, which is split into two parts: 

1) Membership return: shows the numbers for last year, and this year, and the reasons for 
members leaving and coming to the club. There are dropdown options for these 
reasons. 

2) Membership detail: names, phone number (optional) and type of membership. This is 
only for full-playing members. There are four types of members in the dropdown box.  
These are added up at the bottom and linked into the Membership return for this year. 
Plural members are to be included into this detail.  There are two sorts of Life Members 
– non-playing, which are excluded from the list; and playing, which are included on the 
list.  

Affiliation is only paid on the full-playing membership (in the membership details tab). This affiliation 
is currently charged at $22.00+GST per person, and it is the membership number that goes into the 
next year’s Centre Handbook. 

Plural membership: Members can only play in one particular discipline of club championship for one 
club in one season.  i.e., A plural member cannot play in the singles in more than one club. (No 
double dipping). The member could play the singles in one club and the pairs in another, however. 

Clearance certificates: Bowls NZ has said that these are too much of a hassle and are no longer 
required. Bowls Taranaki still has clearance certificates in our constitution, so we will continue to 
complete clearance certificates within Taranaki.  Outside of Taranaki, these can be requested, but 
outside clubs do not have to supply them. 

Covid-19: Clubs were reminded to keep up-to-date with the various policies, procedures and 
recommendations from Bowls NZ. Clubs hosting Taranaki Centre (including divisional) and National 
Events now must be Vaccinated sites only. Many clubs have already sent through their Vaccination 
Policies. A Vaccinated site poster/sign is necessary to go alongside sign-in and contact-tracing bar 



code signs. All the new traffic light information was presented. This had previously been emailed to 
secretaries. Clubs need to put in place procedures to police people entering. 

The meeting agreed that once the bowling membership is verified at each club, then all bowlers in 
Taranaki can be considered as verified. Clubs entering any Centre event will ensure that only 
vaccinated players are being entered. The main issue for clubs is to ensure the non-playing people 
entering greens and buildings are checked and verified. This is the club’s responsibility, especially 
with any private function they may be having. This responsibility cannot be passed onto the hirer. 
Preparation and communication is the key. 

Clubs need to be careful in collecting people’s personal information. Clubs need to check that their 
membership is happy to have their verification passed onto other bowling clubs. When storing 
personal information, clubs need to advise why they are collecting it, and for how long it will held. 
This is part of the Official Information Act. 

The EO will investigate options for generic signage. 

Nationals in Taranaki – Fours and Mixed Pairs: Taranaki is hosting the National Fours and Mixed Pairs 
between 24 February – 3 March. The event this is run by Bowls NZ, who have corresponded directly 
with each hosting club. It was agreed that on the first day of each event – including the Taranaki 
Opens – that all hosting clubs will check and verify all players. Clubs were further reminded that all 
entry points are policed, to ensure all people entering are verified. 

Host venues for Centre Events: Clubs were reminded of the list of responsibilities hosting clubs for 
Centre events have. This was circulated last season. It was noted that same clubs have had recent 
difficulties in providing lunches. By show of hands, the majority of clubs believe that having lunches 
available for purchase is a compulsory requirement of any hosting club. The EO will circulate to all 
clubs a list of upcoming Centre events. Clubs can advise their availability of hosting these. 

Supervisors: The Board is still interested in forming an Events Committee to run Centre events. This 
would share the load between the Board and the Committee. However, clubs were also reminded 
that they should have a person of responsibility when hosting who is the contact person for the 
event and also capable of fulfilling the supervising role. 

Conditions of Play: It was pointed out that all tournaments, including Centre events, have conditions 
of play, which are backed up by the laws of the game which give the controlling body wide 
jurisdiction. It is important that clubs do clearly document and/or advise what conditions or play are 
for all tournaments. 

Website – Facebook: A PR/Marketing team is working through a Social Media policy. The vibe of the 
meeting was positive towards the google sheets being used to record results. Volunteers are needed 
for livestreaming of games.  

Payment of accounts/entries: Clubs are reminded that all payments to the Centre must be made 
through internet banking. EFTPOS is not available. Clubs were also asked to assist their membership 
in entering events online, such as the Taranaki Open and the Nationals. Clubs were asked to provide 
good references when making payments – eg, club, event, how many entries. 

Mat Fees: Clubs were reminded that there are no mat fees for Centre Open tournaments (the Centre 
pays these). Players are required to pay mat fees for the champion-of-champions and all interclub 
events. 



Uniforms: For the Nationals all team players are required to have matching uniforms. For Taranaki 
events, we have dispensation from Bowls NZ that white is a neutral colour. This means players can 
have a combination of white and club colours. For composite teams, the Board currently permits 
players to wear their own club uniforms, with the exception being in the closing rounds of the Open 
fours. Ultimately, the Board wants people playing bowls as often as they want to. 

Weekend Bowls: The meeting was advised that the Board are this season undertaking a full review 
of weekend bowls to ensure that the needs of all bowlers are being met. Feedback and suggestions 
from all clubs and players will enable this analysis to be more meaningful and for informed decisions 
to be made. The meeting noted the difficulty of this task but the Board similarly noted the 
importance of taking a lead on this. 

Houses for the Taranaki Open Fours and the Nationals: A shortage remains for both events. Please 
contact the Centre office if you know of any houses available. 

Hygiene: Clubs were asked to review their current restroom facilities to ensure that all sanitary 
needs are accommodated. Should be using paper towels and not towels any more. 

The meeting concluded at 7.45pm. 


