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BOWLS TARANAKI (INC.) 
 

MINUTES OF THE 108TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
DELEGATES HELD IN THE STRATFORD-AVON BOWLING 

CLUB PAVILION ON SATURDAY 
26 JUNE 2021, COMMENCING AT 9.30 A.M. 

 
PRESENT: The Chairman, Grant Hassall, presided over an attendance of 31   
delegates and 20 observers. The Chairman specifically welcomed the delegates and 
observers, Patron and Life Member Patty Symes, and Life Member Brien Bennett 
QSM. 
 
CLUBS NOT REPRESENTED: Awakino, Patea, Vogeltown and Urenui. 
 
BEREAVEMENTS: The Chairman asked those present to stand and observe a 
moment’s silence in memory of the well-known bowlers and servants of the game 
who had died during the past year. Specific mention was made of Life Member 
Neville Elliott, Shirley Perrett, Irene Wilson, Kath Fleming and Neil Patterson. 
 
APOLOGIES: Apologies were received and sustained from Eric Foreman (Board 
Member), Gary Lilley (President of the Greenkeepers Assn), Allan Batley (men’s rep 
selector), Barry Stevenson, Mark Dudley, Allan Hunt, Colin Christie, Rhonda Adams, 
Faye Hopkins, Linda Clarke and Steve Muller. On the motion of Gordon 
Lawson/Jono Burrows the apologies were accepted. CARRIED. 
 
REFRESHMENTS: The Chairman advised that refreshments will be provided after 
the AGM, and thanked the Stratford-Avon Bowling Club for their hospitality. 
 
RULES OF DEBATE: The Chairman reminded delegates about the voting 
procedure and the Rules of Debate as had been circulated. There were no objections. 
 
MINUTES: On the Motion of Brian Pearce/John Garrud, the Minutes of the 2020 
AGM held on 20th June 2020, having been circulated were taken as read and 
approved as a true and correct record. CARRIED. 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:  
The Chairman advised the Events Committee had be formed last year, but at this stage 
there have been expressions of interest for the coming season. All Delegates were 
asked to take this matter back to their clubs as further assistance is required. 
 
REPORTS AND STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS:                                                
President’s Report and Chairman’s Report: Moved Michael Clegg/Val Keightley that 
the Reports which had been circulated to all Delegates be taken as Read and 
Approved. CARRIED. There were no matters arising from the reports. 
 
Annual Financial Statements: The Chairman discussed a number of items in the 
financial statements. There was a satisfactory profit of just over $2,000, which is 
where an organisation like this should be aiming for, he said. Because of Covid-19 
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support, general grants for the year were over $33,000. For the coming season, this is 
more likely to be around $20,000. Conversely, expense savings of $3,000 to $5,000 
are anticipated for next year. The Chairman asked if there were any issues on the 
accounts – there was no further discussion. Moved Paddy Deegan/Gordon Lawson 
that the Annual Financial Statements be adopted was put to the Meeting and was 
CARRIED. 
 
CLUB LEVIES: The Chairman stated that there would be an increase on the club 
levies for the coming season, based on the predicted income reduction for the next 
season, the low interest yield on the Tariki investment and the declining membership 
(discussed further in General Business). This increase is to be $2 for each full playing 
member, making the levy $22+GST per player for the coming season. It was noted 
that this was the first increase in five seasons. 
 
The Chairman called for any questions or discussion on the levy – no further 
discussion was held. 
 
NOTICES of MOTION and RECOMMENDATIONS: There were no notices of 
motion, but there two recommendations from the Board for discussion and 
consideration. 
 

A) Centre Open Events, excluding the Open Fours and champion-of-champions 
events, that there be no cold finals. The majority of clubs were in Favour of 
the recommendation. 

B) Changing Club Jubilees from Taranaki Anniversary Weekend to Labour 
Weekend. The meeting were advised that Labour Weekend is likely to be 
better received by visitors and this would also free up Anniversary Weekend 
for competition play. Neil Early pointed out that Inglewood hold an open 
tournament on Labour Day. The proposed change would not hinder that 
continuing, the Chairman indicated. By show of hands, the majority of clubs 
were in Favour of the recommendation. 

 
Both matters will be addressed by the incoming Board. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE 2021/2022 SEASON: 
Patron: Mrs. Patty Symes (Tower). Moved Steve Hunt/Michael Clegg. CARRIED. 
Patty spoke, saying she is honored to be Patron, and will continue to do her best for 
bowls in Taranaki. She, on behalf of bowlers in Taranaki, thanked the administration 
and the Centre for ensuring that all of the champion-of-champions for 19/20 were 
played along with the current year's champion-of-champions.  
President: Mr Ian Andrews (Paritutu) was re-elected unopposed. 
Vice President: Mr Frank Pollock (Hawera Park) was re-elected unopposed. 
 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE CENTRE BOARD: 
The Chairman advised the meeting that Robert Wolfe, Kevin Gray and Eric Foreman 
had all retired by rotation from the Board. All three reapplied and as there were no 
further applications, Messers Wolfe, Gray and Foreman were all reappointed for a 
further two years. 
 
FINANCIAL REVIEWER: On the motion of Gordon Lawson/Peter Charteris it was 



3 
 

resolved that the financial reviewer be retained as VanBurWray Chartered 
Accountants for the coming season. CARRIED. 
 
CENTRE TOURNAMENTS and FIXTURES - 2021-2022 PROGRAMME: 
The Chairman led a discussion on the circulated draft programme for 2021-2022. 
 
It was noted that the following changes will be made to the circulated draft version: 

 Vic Blance Development programme – dates to be rescheduled 
 Closing date for entries – the first year singles close on January 16; the Hugh 

Moss junior pairs and the open singles all close on February 27. 
 March 26 will not be allocated as a Club Champs day now, the required four 

are already in the programme. 
 The Bowls NZ Intercentre will be held in North Harbour and the Bowls NZ 

Interclub sevens will be held in Wellington. 
 
Overall, the view of the board is to ensure that all bowlers are able to play bowls as 
often as they want to. The Executive Officer has worked hard with clubs to try and fill 
those holes for the coming season, especially so newer bowlers and working bowlers 
have something meaningful to compete in. The emphasis still needs to be on 
established players encouraging and including others. 
 
In response to a comment from Keith Ranford, the Chairman reiterated that the up-
coming Woolshed meeting was critical for clubs to ensure that they did not clash 
tournaments. 
 
The Chairman pointed out that the open singles will be held on Anniversary Weekend 
and a dispensation has been provided to Hawera Park for their centennial celebrations. 
The time lag between singles and fours in the champion-of-champions and the finals 
weekend is unavoidable due to Easter and the NZ interclub sevens. 
 
Taranaki will host the National Fours and Mixed Pairs in late February 2022 and early 
March.  The board believes it is good for the game and region, and will require the 
assistance of clubs and volunteers to run the event. 
 
Steve Hunt spoke about the tightness of the programme and the difficulty finding 
sufficient dates for shield. The Chairman acknowledged this but believed there was 
sufficient room, acknowledging that there will be some clashes. 
 
REPORTS: 
Women’s selector: Janice Ropitini read a report (attached as appendix A). 
Men’s selector: Martin Jordan, the manager of the men’s senior team, read a report 
(attached as appendix B). 
Coaches: Moe Kelly read a report (attached as appendix C). 
Umpires: David Brunton read a report (attached as appendix D). 
Greenkeepers: A report had previously been received from Gary Lilley and an 
abridged version was read to the meeting by the Executive Officer (attached as 
appendix E). 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
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a) Membership: The Chairman reiterated the decline in full playing membership and 
the concern over discrepancies. Some of this relates to the limited membership 
category. Only full playing members are liable for a Bowls Taranaki levy. 
Because of inconsistencies, the Annual Return for next season will include a full 
list of all members of the club. The Executive Officer presented a new spreadsheet 
that will assist in this direction. This spreadsheet will also reconcile with last 
year’s numbers. The meeting was reminded that casual participation numbers 
were important to clubs and BT for funding. 

b) Junior singles: Neil Early queried why the junior singles was no longer a gold star 
qualifying event. The Chairman gave a history of this. He said that the majority of 
the Board currently believed it should not qualify as it is a restricted event. Which 
events qualify is determined annually by the Board. Any retrospective adjustments 
would be problematic, he said.  

c) Men’s Shield: John Garrud spoke about the declining number of teams in the 
Shield and suggested a pennant system may be more appealing. Moe Kelly 
advised that Fitzroy hasn’t been in the Shield for last four years. An in-house 
competition was played instead. Steve Hunt said the Southern Division also needs 
consider whether their Shield will or should continue in the same format 

d) Centre Events green allocation: Michael Clegg raised the issue of the use of the 
“Best Greens” in Taranaki for all Centre Events. This was confirmed by the 
Chairman as the case. A Greens Panel assists with this. 

e) Soil contamination of greens: Keith Ranford asked what the Board was doing 
about soil from greens needing to go to either Auckland or Wellington to be 
dumped. The Chairman advised there had been some discussions. Clarity is 
needed and would continue to be sought with the Greenkeepers Assn and others. 

f) Plural membership: Bruce Peacock enquired about what rules there are for players 
competing in the same championship discipline in multiple clubs. The Chairman 
advised that currently there is no rule. The recommendation from Bowls NZ 
previously has been that club’s should/could make rules that reduced this risk by 
saying only players able to play in the champion-of-champions should enter club 
championships. This was not necessarily desirable either. 

g) Open Bowls3five: Janice Ropitini enquired about Bowls3five. The Chairman said 
that the Open event will be run along the lines of a champion-of-champions 
competition, with the club winners going forward to the centre playoffs. The 
junior event will remain unchanged. 

 
The Chairman thanked the Delegates for their attendance and also thanked Stratford-
Avon for the refreshments and the use of their facilities. 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting terminated at 11.10am 
 
Read and Confirmed as a True and Correct Record  
 
 
 
Chairman .............................................02/07/2021 
 
 
 
******************************************* 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Women’s selector report 
B. Men’s selector report 
C. Coaches report 
D. Umpires report 
E. Greenkeepers report 


