
Celebrations for special seven that have qualified 

Open News - Taranaki Open Fours 

There were celebrations last evening, espe-
cially those attending the social function at 
Paritutu, for the special seven — those 
teams that have already notched up the re-
quired four wins to qualify for post section 
play in the 69th Taranaki women’s Open 
fours event. 
Those seven teams are headed by Mary 
Solomon (Tauranga), Elaine McClintock 
(Orewa), Alison Rennie (Carlton Cornwall), 
Elaine Hodge (New Plymouth), Pauline Davy 
(Opunake), Marg Davies (Papakura) and 
Gloria Shaw (Paritutu). 
On the whole, nearly all of the big guns re-
main alive, but there will be some stressful 
moments today for some of them in their 
quests to qualify. 
Davies and Shaw have called the tune in 
section D. Davies’ wins on day two came 
27-11 over Denise Cottam (West End) and 
28-15 against Gaye Holub (Waitara). 
After jumping out to a 17-7 lead after 12 
ends, Davies received a bit of cheek from 
Holub’s side. After 19 ends, the score was 
19-15, but the experienced Papakura side 
claimed successive singles, a four and a 
three to win with two ends left unplayed. 
Shaw was a comfortable victor in both 
games — 28-19 over Lee McDonald 
(Mercury Bay) and 28-17 against Janet 
Olliver (Waitarere Beach). 
Three big teams finished the day on three 
wins each — Paula Meredith (Johnsonville), 
Cindy Nicoll (Inglewood) and Heather Johns 
(Paritutu). 
After losing to Johns on Tuesday, Meredith 
dominated proceedings in the morning 
round against Nicoll, winning 34-13. That 
domination was never better illustrated than 
the 18th end, when Meredith claimed an 
eight. 
Meredith beat Frances Parkes (Hawera 
Park) 30-18 in round four. 

Nicoll raced away to a 24-9 lead over Johns in 
round four. That was after 16 ends. But Johns 
then stung Nicoll with counts of 3-4-2-6 to tie 
the scores at 24-all. However, Nicoll won four 
of the last five ends to prevail 32-25. 
Both Hodge and Davy present very solid 
sides. And both presented noteworthy per-
formances, as underlined by the size of their 
victories in section C. 
Hodge’s wins came 30-15 over Margaret 
Farmer (Paritutu) and 38-23 against Anne 
Connelly (Bulls). In the latter game, Hodge 
opened with a seven, but after 16 ends, Con-
nelly trailed by just four points. However, 
three counts of four on the home straight to 
Hodge blew out the scoreline. 
Davy held the upper hand in both matches. 
Her side beat Rae Curtis (Manaia) 33-11 and 
Wendy Moratti (Lepperton) 30-16. 
Liz Witton (Taupo), Chris Telford (Napier) and 
Trish Howard (West End) are on course to 
qualify with three wins each. 
Howard’s afternoon win came via an extra 
end, 21-19, over Tower’s Patty Symes. It was 
Symes that beat Witton 27-16 in the morning. 
Witton scrapped through 25-24 against Col-
leen Clark (Ohope) in the afternoon. 
Aided by an early six, Clark held the edge as 
the team’s headed towards the game’s conclu-
sion. But Witton grabbed one shot on the 25th 
and then took the extra end. 
Telford’s team beat Denise Te Moto (Te Awa-
mutu) 24-14 and Farmer 27-14. 
Mina Paul (Ngongotaha) remained alive with 
two wins. Paul beat Gale Fache (Vogeltown) 
28-15 and Te Moto 24-19. Fache had led Paul 
15-10 after 16 ends. However, Paul scored on 
all of the remaining ends.  
Paul led by just two shots with two ends to go 
in the latter match. 
But Paul still has a tough track in front, with 
her opponents today being Telford and How-
ard. 
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Standings after the second day’s play in the 
69th Taranaki women’s Open fours yester-
day: 
Section A: four wins, Mary Solomon 
(Tauranga), Elaine McClintock (Orewa); three 
wins, Joan Raymond (Wanganui East); two 
wins, Anne Duggan (New Plymouth), Fay Bird 
(Central Cambridge), Kristin Stampa (Hawera 
Park), Janice Ropitini (West End), Joan Rich-
ards (Fitzroy), Coral Lukies (Kia Toa). 
Section B: fours wins, Alison Rennie (Carlton 
Cornwall); three wins, Fane Vessey 
(Paraparaumu Beach), Mere Fryer 
(Palmerston North), Wendy Green 
(Ngongotaha), Cathy Andrews (Paritutu), 
Margie Davis (Paritutu);  

two wins, Carole Pearce (Lepperton), Judy 
Cato (Te Awamutu). 
Section C: four wins, Elaine Hodge (New 
Plymouth), Pauline Davy (Opunake); three 
wins, Pam Mulford (Plimmerton), Chris Tel-
ford (Napier), Trish Howard (West End); two 
wins, Patty Symes (Tower), Mina Paul 
(Ngongotaha), Colleen Clark (Ohope), Gale 
Fache (Vogeltown). 
Section D: four wins, Marg Davies 
(Papakura), Gloria Shaw (Paritutu); three 
wins, Paula Meredith (Johnsonville), Cindy 
Nicoll (Inglewood), Heather Johns (Paritutu); 
two wins, Dawn Clark (Tauranga), Anne 
Loveridge (Wanganui East), Gaye Holub 
(Waitara). 

Rennie emerged as the only qualifier to date 
in section B when her side romped home 32-
5 over Sue Edwards (New Plymouth). But Ren-
nie and her side of Lillian Tukiri, Jill Fraser 
and Louise Fitness certainly got out of jail in 
the morning match. 
Rennie trailed Paritutu’s Cathy Andrews 28-22 
with two ends remaining. But two threes tied 
the match up, and a further three to Rennie on 
the extra end gave her the match 31-28. 
Andrews put that disappointment behind her 
team to eliminate Fitzroy’s Rhonda Adams — a 
quarterfinalist last year and arguably the big-
gest casualty on the day — 23-13. 
Joining Andrews on three wins are Fane Ves-
sey (Paraparaumu Beach), Mere Fryer 
(Palmerston North), Wendy Green 
(Ngongotaha) and Margie Davis (Paritutu). 
While Green was disappointed on Tuesday, 
her side were well-charged yesterday. They 
beat Edwards 33-13 and then were the first 
team to beat Fryer, 27-11. 
Vessey had given Adams her second loss, 22-
21, in the morning. The Kapiti team then elimi-
nated Kay Goldsworthy (Napier) 24-13. 
Davis’ side chipped away with wins coming 
28-21 over Goldsworthy and 27-15 against 
Opunake’s Chris Commane. 
Fryer had recorded her third win, 26-13, in 
the morning. That was at the expense of Karen 
Forrest (Manurewa). With just one win, 
Forrest cannot qualify. 

Both Solomon and McClintock have enjoyed 
bright starts to the tournament. 
McClintock, playing with Jan Harrison, Kerin 
Roberts and Christeen Dalzell, beat Coral 
Lukies (Kia Toa) 31-19 and Fay Bird (Central 
Cambridge) 26-11. 
Against Lukies, McClintock shot out to a 9-0 
lead after four ends. However, Lukies pulled 
back a seven on the next. Thereafter, 
McClintock took the upper hand. Her side led 
27-12 after 18 and while a late five brought 
some respectability to Lukies, the outcome 
was never in doubt. 
McClintock’s side was dominant over Bird as 
well. They led 7-0 after three ends, then 15-3 
after nine. The Waikato side narrowed it to 15-
7, before McClintock’s quartet pulled away 
once more. 
Both Lukies and Bird were left frustrated on 
the day. They had both opened on Tuesday 
with two wins, but lost twice yesterday. Bird 
had been squeezed out 23-22 by Joan Rich-
ards (Fitzroy) in the morning game, while 
Lukies went down after lunch to Kristin 
Stampa (Hawera Park) 24-18. 
Solomon is teamed with Sheila Crimlis, Mar-
garet Roberts and Adrienne Owen-Jones. 
They defeated Patricia McGrail (Napier) 26-9 
and Liz Johnstone (Waitara) 24-14. 
Joan Raymond (Wanganui East) is the only 
three-winner in the section, after her side won 
handsomely twice. 

Who has won how many after day two? 


