
Plenty of  early focus required to qualify 

Open News - Taranaki Open Fours 

Teams will need to find their feet quickly in 

the Taranaki women’s Open fours tourna-
ment when it commences around north 

Taranaki today. 

The 69th edition of the competition has 

drawn 56 teams, the same as last year. 
“We are happy with the entry that we have 

received,” Bowls Taranaki president Ian An-

drews said. 

“We are hopeful that the wet stuff that 

plagued the men for the qualifying rounds of 
their event last week will not reappear this 

time.” 

Two matches of 25 ends will be played each 

day, with teams required to win four 

matches of the six scheduled games in order 
to qualify for Friday’s post section play. 

The four sections have a reasonable spread 

of talent amongst them, with a number of 

strong visiting teams set to contend with the 

best from Taranaki. 

Section A plays at Paritutu A, Waitara and 
New Plymouth. 

Included in the group is Kristin Stampa 

(Hawera Park), Janice Ropitini (West End) 
and Joan Richards (Fitzroy). 

Elaine McClintock (Orewa), the 2015 Do-

minion singles runner-up, is the big visiting 

name. But there are others. Joan Raymond 

(Wanganui East) has representative experi-
ence, as does Ronnie Crone (Otaki).  

Few locals will have forgotten Jean Sheary’s 

glorious run to the semifinals 12 months ago. 

Sheary returns with the same Matua lineup. 

Section B has drawn Paritutu B, Lepperton 

and West End 1 – and it features a number of 

top teams. 
Wendy Green (Ngongotaha), Alison Rennie 

(Carlton Cornwall) and Mere Fryer 

(Palmerston North) all present likely looking 

sides from outside the province.  
Green has the same side that made the final of 

the Dominion fours in Mt Maunganui last sea-

son, including Lynette McIntosh, Huia Ratana 

and Doreen Ryan. Green faces a possibly 

tricky opening assignment against Karen 
Forrest (Manurewa). Forrest in fact eliminated 

Green from last year’s event 29-20 in the first 

post section round. 

Rhonda Adams (Fitzroy) and Cathy Andrews 

(Paritutu) are both double gold star holders in 
Taranaki and remain highly competent. The 

same Adams side were the best performed 

Taranaki team last season and also carried off 

the champion-of-champions title in October. 

Section C plays at Lepperton, Vogeltown A 
and West End 2. Mina Paul (Ngongotaha) re-

turns with her own side this season. It includes 

Mary Campbell, the former Blackjack.  

Pam Mulford (Plimmerton) is also in the sec-
tion. Mulford showed a distinct liking to the 

Taranaki greens last February when she im-

pressively won six singles games out of seven 

in the Octagonal representative fixture. 

Elaine Hodge (New Plymouth) presents a tidy 
unit, as does Pauline Davy (Opunake). And it 

is a welcome return back to the Open for 

Bowls Taranaki patron, Patty Symes (Tower), 

who missed last season’s event. 
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Section D plays at Inglewood, Vogeltown B 
and Fitzroy. The big name in the section is 

Paula Meredith (Johnsonville). Meredith has 

won distinctions galore in Wellington and last 

season carried off the Aotearoa Maori title in 
New Plymouth. 

Her opening clash has the potential makings 

of a great game. Meredith’s side plays 

Heather Johns (Paritutu). Johns’ side is similar 

to the one that won the Dominion fours in 
2013. 

Life doesn’t get much easier this afternoon for 

Meredith, either. She is due to play the profi-

cient Anne Loveridge (Wanganui East). The 

other big name in the group, of course, is the 
defending titleholder, Marg Davies 

(Papakura).  

 

Late change to draw 
Following the original draw, two further sides 
have been added to section D. That section 

now contains 14 sides as well. 

The teams coming into the draw are respec-

tively skipped by Gloria Shaw (Paritutu) and 
Gaye Holub (Fitzroy). 

Shaw’s team comprises Marie Mummery, 

Marlene McArthur and Barbara Harvey. 

Holub skips three players from Waitara – 

Norma Jane, Marlene Malcolm and Jilly Kim-
ber. 

 

Different locations this year 
There is a change to the allocation of greens 

for this year’s event compared to prior sea-
sons. “For the last few years we have put only 

one section at a club each day, and that club 

has always been in the City,” Bowls Taranaki 

president Ian Andrews said. 

The change this year will see Paritutu, Vogel-
town and West End being used only one day 

each during section play. “It makes it easier 

for those clubs. But it will also provide an op-
portunity for players in different sections to 

interact as well.” 

In addition to this, Waitara, Lepperton and 

Inglewood are being used for the first time in 
a number of years. “Players in the men’s 

Open have indicated for a long time the joy of 

going to clubs in the heartland. Taranaki 

bowls certainly does not start and end in the 

City – it extends well beyond that.”  
 

Defending champ has one change 
There is one change to Marg Davies’ side that 

won last year’s thrilling final 24-23 over Pam 

Burgess (Wanganui). Davies led 24-20 at the 
commencement of the last end, but Burgess 

held five shots with just three bowls of the fi-

nal remaining. However, Davies rose to the 

occasion to reduce the count and secure vic-

tory. The 2012 Dominion fours winner Gayle 
Melrose comes into the side replacing Hetty 

Bolscher. The reliable front end of Cheryl 

Hunia and Les Eagleton remains intact. 

However, Melrose will miss the opening day’s 
play due to a family bereavement. West End’s 

Denise Clark will substitute for the side. 

Pam Burgess’ Wanganui team are not in the 

field this season. 


