
Dickison inspires Tauranga four to title 

Open News - Taranaki Open Fours 

An inspired skipping performance from Dan 
Dickison saw his Tauranga side win the 
116th Taranaki men’s Open fours title at 
Paritutu yesterday. 
Dickison’s side of Lance Tasker, John 
O’Shea and Steve Hughes won the final 28-
16 over Victoria’s Raymond Martin, with 
Dickison very much at the heart of the per-
formance. He clearly was the outstanding 
player of the final. 
Martin’s side of Mike Carroll, Rod Leitch and 
Grant Wakefield had looked comfortable 
when leading 16-9 after 13 ends in the final. 
At that point, Dickison’s front men had been 
outplayed by the men from the Capital. In 
fact, the margin could have been even 
greater had it not been for three big bowls 
from Dickison on ends eight, 10 and 12, 
where cumulatively those three bowls had 
an impact of 13 shots. 
However, the Tauranga side pulled a point 
back on the 14th head and with Martin’s 
team astray on the next, it was game on 
when Dickison claimed a four. 
Two further singles levelled the ledger and 
then on a particularly loose 18th end Dicki-
son drew the shot with his last bowl to give 
his quartet the lead for the first time. 
Then came the biggest end on the final – the 
19th. Tasker threw a long jack, but the front 
three for Tauranga were not close, with Mar-
tin holding five on the change-over. 
Dickison drove and killed the head. On the 
replay, Tasker threw a short jack, got close 
with his first, Dickison added two more and 
a final count of four showed how far the mo-
mentum had swung. 
Three further singles followed — Dickison 
drawing the latter two — before a four on 
end 23 confirmed the result. The shot on the 

22nd end was particularly impressive, with 
Leitch’s shot bowl only millimetres away. 
As the runners-up conceded afterwards this 
was clearly Dickison’s day as he collected his 
21st centre title, spread across five different 
provinces. 
Tasker, with a particularly impressive resume 
already, wrote himself into the history books 
as he became the first player to win all three 
big fours events in New Zealand men’s bowls 
— the Dominion (2015 and 2017), the Open 
(2021) and the Clubs NZ event (2017). 
Bowls Taranaki president described the week 
as a roaring success, despite the adverse 
weather that was encountered during section 
play. “We have been blown away with the 
positive comments that we have received and 
I can’t thank the volunteers enough — there 
are hundreds of them — for all their efforts. 
The success of the Open rests entirely with 
their cumulative endeavours.” 
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Tauranga’s Dan Dickison, John O’Shea, Lance 
Tasker and Steve Hughes — 2021 champions. 
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The New Plymouth Club-sponsored Open 
pairs event was won by Aucklander’s Patrick 
Stanaway and Tom Heimuli. 
They defeated Hillcrest’s Kerry Margan and 
Tony Fabling 22-16 in the final. 
Stanaway, a member of both Homai and Eller-
slie, led well throughout the final to give 
Heimuli, of Papatoetoe, the edge. 
The first two-thirds of the final was an even 
encounter. Fabling led 14-13 after 14 of the 21 
ends. But the Aucklanders claimed two sin-
gles, a brace and a further single to lead 18-
14 with three ends remaining. Margan and Fa-
bling took two singles to have a two shot mar-
gin on the last end. But Stanaway — son of 
2008 fours runner-up Mike — set up the last 
head well and Hillcrest’s upshots resulted in 
removing only their own bowls. 
In the semifinals, Stanaway and Heimuli beat 
Wanganui East’s Lindsay Bourne and Warrick 
Pinker 24-18. A five and a four mid-game pro-
vided the impetus for the Papatoetoe pair. Af-
ter 16 ends, the score was 20-8. The Wan-
ganui pair roared home, closing to 20-18 be-
hind playing the last end. But Papatoetoe held 
on. 

Margan and Fabling beat Central Levin broth-
ers Geoff and Neil Bovey 22-14. The Boveys 
led 9-7 after 10 ends, but the experience of 
Margan and Fabling shone through, collecting 
the next five ends to open up a 19-9 advan-
tage. 

Patrick Stanaway and Tom Heimuli with the 
Pete Skoglund trophies and Ian Andrews. 

After a couple of heavy rain bursts had disap-
peared, the morning semifinals turned into 
contrasting affairs. 
Martin’s side got home 22-20 over Dan Delany 
(Royal Oak). Delany’s side comprised Joe 
Whitelaw, John Carruthers and Teo Turua. 
Martin walked on water on the opening 
heads, his side leading 7-1 after five ends. 
However, Delany pulled a four on the 10th 
end which made it 10-all. It was all on. The 
teams were equal again on three further occa-
sions. Delany hit the front 19-18 after 21 ends. 
But Martin replied with a two and two singles 
to open up a three shot lead playing the last 
end. Delany could only manage a single on 
the last head. 
In the other semi, Dickison’s side dominated 
from the outset in beating the Tower team of 
Brendan Anderson, Phil Kuklinski, Grant 
Anderson and skip Mark Anderson 29-7. 

Tauranga led 10-0 after four ends, and when 
Dickison turned out the Tower shot bowl on 
end nine for a four, the score became 17-4. 
Anderson conceded after just 19 ends.  

Runners-up: Raymond Martin, Rod Leitch, 
Mike Carroll and Grant Wakefield. 

Stanaway and Heimuli take out pairs title 

Contrasting semifinals saw Martin sneak home and Dickison win easily 


